3.2 Vowel length 

Oksap*Tiin docs not have contrastive vowel length, even though the Ok languages 
nearest to it to the south and west have. 

Vowels in non-final open syllables arc much shorter than in other syllables. For 
example, the vowel /i/ in ina is about 3 centiseconds long (on average), whereas in 
kinbi they are about 7 centiseconds long. (The first one is longer because it is in a 
closed syllable; the second because it is final.) 

Because vowels in closed syllables arc longer than in open ones, the syllable break 
in a word like 'mucus' is in -(a) because the /i/ vowel has a length of 7 
centiseconds, corresponding with unambiguous closed syllables. 

The /a/ in parenthesis in the word 'mucus' represents a vowel which is part of the 
word when it is spoken in isolation, but which is dropped when the word is spoken 
in context. Thus the expression 'there is mucus' is in pat. This contrasts with words 
such as ina, which end in an /a/ vowel which is not dropped in context. The /a/ 
vowel which is dropped seems to be necessary to carry the word pitch when the word 
is spoken in isolation. When the word is spoken in context, the vowel is dropped 
and the pitch is spread over more than one word. A word like in(a), then, acts, on 
the one hand, like a one syllable word since the /i/ vowel is 7 centiseconds long as 
if it were in a closed syllable. On the other hand, it has a word pitch of a two 
syllable word. 

3.3 Pitch 

Words have one of two contrasting pitches; high initially, dropping to mid on the 
last syllable, then falling; or low initially rising to mid on the last syllable. On 
monosyllable words these arc glides: high-mid or low-mid. 



b a n a 'arrow' 



b al n a 'bunch' 
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As well as contrastive word pitch, Oksapmin has phrase pitch. Phrase pitch has one 
high pitch peak for each unit. A pitch unit signals an information unit with the 
pitch peaking on the informationally new item in the unit. 



nuhut andes... Ve taro...' (where andcs is 
informationally new) 



3A Intonation 

Statements and most questions end with a falling intonation over the last phrase of 
the sentence, with a fading of intensity^ This most usual intonation is represented 
by a full stop (.). 

Two sentences may be joined together by a rising sustained intonation. If the last 
word in the first sentence ends in a vowel, the intonation is put over that. 
Otherwise, a is added to the word to carry the intonation. This intonation is called 
coordinating intonation. It is marked by (;). Example: 



Oh irat sungopa; noh apin dekatip. 

(he wood split; I leaf picked) 

*He cut firewood and I picked off some leaves.' 

A third intonation goes high, falls, then rises again. It is used on a statement to 
ask: "did you say that (whatever the statement is that carries the intonation).?'' For 
example: 

Go Trangap wapato 

(you Trangap go.down) 

'Did you say you were going down to Tiangap.?' 
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